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PREFACE. 



This volume comprises the Proceedings at nine stated 
meetings of the Society, beginning with October, 1891, 
and ending with June, 1892, both inclusive. Among 
the most important communications submitted at these 
meetings are the papers by Charles Francis Adams 
on the site of the Wessagusset Settlement; by Mellen 
Chamberlain on Governor Winthrop's Estate ; by Charles 
Francis Adams, Abner C. Goodell, Jr., Mellen Cham- 
berlain, and Edward Channing on the Genesis of the 
Massachusetts Town ; by Justin Winsor on the Results 
of Cartier's Explorations ; and the Diaries of Lawrence 
Hammond, Lucian Minor, Ezra Stiles, Eli Forbes, and 
Benjamin Boardman. There are also a number of 
hitherto unpublished letters of historical or biographi- 
cal interest. Memoirs of seven members are given, 
namely, Thomas Aspikwall, by Charles C. Smith; 
Francis W. Palfrey, by John C. Ropes; Charles 
Deane, by Justin Winsor; Henry M. Dexter, by 
John E. Sanford ; Charles Devens, by John C. 
Ropes; Samuel C. Cobb, by James M. Bugbee; and 



VI PREFACE. 

Augustus T. Perkins, by William H. Whitmore. Each 
of these memoirs is accompanied by a portrait; and 
there are also two fac-similes, one showing the site of 
the settlement at Wessagusset, and the other repro- 
ducing a deed from Governor Winthrop to John 
Newgate in the handwriting of Thomas Lechford. 

For the Committee, 

CHARLES C. SMITH, 
Boston, October 1, 1892. 



